New imaging techniques in endovascular surgery.
Imaging requirements for endovascular surgery are quite different from imaging requirements for open surgical procedures. As with the entire field of endovascular surgery, imaging techniques and recommendations are changing rapidly. Preoperative imaging is crucial--once deployed, an endograft cannot be retrieved without conversion to open surgical repair. As with any surgical procedure, patient selection and preoperative planning are at least as important as technical skills and at least as difficult to learn. Nonetheless, good imaging technology is no substitute for good judgement. Endovascular procedures are also unique because intraoperative and postoperative imaging are also keys to the success of the procedure. Postoperative imaging techniques are evolving more slowly as long-term data are gathered but seem to be vitally important.